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Executive summary 

Introduction 
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Gaps in Canada’s Green Homes and Green 

Buildings Strategy
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Chart 1 

Canada’s Buildings Sector Greenhouse Gas Emissions, 

1990-2021 4 
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Chart 2 
Among economic 

sectors across Canada, 

the buildings sector was 

the 3rd largest emitter 

of CO2 equivalent 

emissions in 2021 5 

Economic sector 

emissions as a percentage 

of Canada’s total 2021 

greenhouse gas emissions 

of 670 megatonnes of CO2 

equivalent.  

Chart 3 
Among economic 

sectors across Canada, 

the buildings sector was 

the 2nd largest consumer 

of energy in 20216 
Economic sector energy 

consumption as a 

percentage of Canada’s 

total 2021 primary and 

secondary energy 

consumption of 

10,452,604 terajoules. 
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Inadequate spending and standards 

Inadequate training 
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A lack of focus on low-income 
Canadians What is energy 

poverty? 
 

Efficiency Canada defines energy 

poverty as “a condition where 

households face significant 

challenges meeting their 

essential home energy needs, 

paying for their energy costs or 

accessing other life necessities 

due to disproportionate spending 

on energy costs or obtaining 

energy efficiency upgrades 

necessary to reduce their energy 

costs.” It has been estimated that 

energy poverty affects 

3.9 million Canadian households. 
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A Plan for Green Homes and 

Buildings in Canada

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Expanding funding and improving 
financing mechanisms  

Improving building codes 

An Example of 
“Pay as You Save” 
 

On-Bill Repayments with Manitoba 

Hydro’s Home Energy Efficiency Loan 

provides financing of a minimum of 

$500 up to $7500 for energy efficiency 

improvements with no down payment 

required. The on-bill repayment system 

allows residents to pay instalments on 

their hydro bill for a maximum loan 

period of 5 years and starts at just 

$15/month. 
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Providing better industry-level training  

The power of public sector leadership: 
the EnergieSprong approach 

EnergieSprong, which translates to “energy leap,” is a model of building retrofits developed in the 

Netherlands and is picking up steam globally.20 Through this program, suppliers and contractors 

work collaboratively to provide deep retrofits in an integrated, large-scale basis. This collaboration 

is facilitated by an independent entity, which augments supply chain efficiency through demand 

aggregation: a large number of similar buildings are pooled into a single project, which increases 

the scale of demand and provides an incentive for previously atomized service providers and 

contractors to work together in an integrated fashion, rather than on a project-by-project basis. 

The program has proved highly successful in the Netherlands, where it is being implemented in 

the social housing sector to help the country fulfil its goal of making its entire housing stock net-

zero by 2050. 



Green Buildings, Good Jobs  A National Green Homes & Buildings Strategy for Canada  12 

 

Expanding public-led growth

Benefits of greening Canada’s homes and 

buildings
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Conclusion

Table 1 

Economic Impacts of Proposed Green Homes and Buildings Plan25 
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